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Echo Fine Arts presents Tribes of Our Generation, an online exhibition of photographs
by Munich-based artist Jan C. Schlegel (b. 1965, Germany). Spanning over two
decades, it is articulated around two of Schlegel’s portrait series: “Tribes of Our
Generation” (2015 – ongoing) and “Essence” (2012 – ongoing). Artist, adventurer, and
humanist, Schlegel has traveled the world since 1998 to capture the diverse identities of
our contemporary world. Whether it be indigenous African tribe members or figureheads
and “it” girls of Western subcultures, his photographs capture the spirit and primordial
essence of their subject. Beyond tattoos, body ornaments, scarification and elaborate
hairstyles, there is a common intrinsic humanity that exudes from his images. This
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parallel, hence, raises various questions of identity and integration. What elements
affiliate us to a specific tribe? How do we choose to present ourselves? Do these various
cultures gather us together or separate us?

Geographically and culturally distant, all of these characters are contemporaries. Whether
voluntarily self-marginalized or as a result of a vanishing way of life, they can be
considered as minorities within their dominant societies. The indigenous cultural markers
of the first ones have been reappropriated by the latter to serve a similar purpose. Read
in conjunction, these two series echo and reverberate a peaceful act of resistance to the
effects of modern cultural globalization. Beyond these inherent topics, Jan Schlegel’s
talent resides in his ability to capture individuals in their most vulnerable state: their
humanity. When facing his portraits, clothing and ornamentation are quickly
overshadowed by what transpires through the model’s body positions and gaze. It truly is
their soul which is pushed on the forefront. For this purpose, and in addition to his ability
to connect with his models, Schlegel makes use of his exceptional technical mastery. One
of the best printers in Europe, he uses his art as an efficient tool to highlight his purpose.
Drawing a perfect parallel with his topic, he has further developed a traditional silver
gelatin printing technique to craft a new method which is uniquely his. Excluding any form
of digital manipulation or editing, he enriches the darker tones of some chosen areas of
the photograph. This selective toning hence creates visual emphasis on specific elements
of the image such as the eyes. Proud, fragile, confused, assertive, each gaze channels
the inner humanity of the model. To quote Lars Elton: “It’s all about their eyes”.

 

ONLINE EXHIBITION
 From February 27th, 2022 until April 30th, 2023

 https://echofinearts.com/exhibitions/tribes/
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